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IN nii: Cla ims 
Please amend the claims as follows: 



1 , (Currently ATnendcd) A composition coiin>ii.;in^>, a plurality of distinct microbial spccicsv 
wh ercjiii each confltitucnt n ^te mbcr of said plurftliL >H 

ffl-)— tmttt goni M tio against a plurnlity o f j \\k ir^bi^l patTtogefr^ 

t>egeate-to wajid. H plants fl nei-a.HiFiiril3;- 

(d) grows- mpk Hy; and 

(t^ pf ol i foro lefl-eft*a-complex-&tib3tr&tcv 

whei'^ift-said" p lurality comprigoa cornprisjng^3i\i)U!3-ftyhliJI§^^ least one of; BacilUis 11uni)igicnKis, 
Curtobacterium sp., Arthrobactcr paraffmcus, Prtcudoni intiH Pscado monas flnorcsccns and Comomonas 
aeidovorans . wherein each member o f said plundity has bc?cn proliferated on a comp lex substriitc. 




(Previously Cancelled) 



3, (Previously Amended) The composition acc^jrdin^^ to Claim 1, wberciii said plurality compiiscs, 
at least 5 distinct microbial species. 



4. (Original) The composition according to Chiim J, wherein said plurality eoniprisca at least 5 
bacterial species. 



5. (Original) The composition according to Cb.iJii; 3, wherein said plurality cooipriscs nt least 2 
fungal species. 

6. (Original) The composition according to C^Umui [ , wherein said composition comprises a carrier 

7. (Original) Tlic composition accoixling to ChuM 6, wherein said carrier is a liquid. 

8. (Original) The composition according to Chmx 0, wherein said carrier is a solid. 
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9. (Cancelled) 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A composition comprising; 

(a) a plurality of distinct microbial spccitts roadc up of ^it Itsast 5 dilTtrcnt baclcriyl spedcy 
and at least 2 different fungal species, wherein eaeli constituent member of said plurality is: 

(i) antagonistic against a plurality of microbial pathoijens; 

(ii) non-pathogenic towards plants imd animals; 
(lii) is tolerant of high temperatures; 

(iv) grow5 rapidly; and 

(v) has been proliferated proUler^.K-s on a complex substrate; and 

(b) a carrier. 



1 1 < (Original) The composition according to Claim li\ wherein said carrier is a liquid. 



12. (Original) The composition according to Clviim lOj wherein snid carrier h a solid. 

] 3. (Original) In an agricultural method, the improvement comprising; 

applying lo at least one of soil or plant tissue a composition accoixling to Claim 1 . 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of producing a composition according to Clain\ 1, sf^id method 
comprising: 

(a) idcnti fying a plurality of microbial sjveckes comp rising Bacillus su htiUs and nl least one 
of: Bacillus thuringiensis, Curtobacterium sp.. A rthro!>fKler paranino_LLSa J>aeudom 4mB Pscudon.ionas 
ITmjrescCT^ tlmt-<uc: 



(iii) tolerant of high tempcratuics; 

(iv) grows rapidly; and 

(v) proliferates on a complex substrate; aw^ 

(b) p roliferating said plurality on a c om| jlex: su bKh'ate. a nd 

(c) combining said plurality to produce said composition. 




(i) 
(ii) 



antagonistic against a plainlily microbial pathogens; 
uoii-pathogenic towards plants in\d animals; 
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1 5. (Original) The method accordinfi to Claim 1 4, wlicrein said mctliod farLhcr coin]>riscs koparat(jly 
pvoli fcraling cnch species prior to suid cotnbining. 

16. (Cnncclicd) 

17. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 5, wiiercin said mclhud furlhcr coiujwlscs conibh>ing 
said composition with a carrier. 

18. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 7, wherein said cairicr is a fluid. 

1 9. (Original) The method according to CUiini 17, wherein said cairicr is a solid, 

20. (Original) The metl:od according to Claim 1 4, wherein said identify ijig comprises subjecting n 
candidate microbial species to a scries of assays which identify whether the species has all of said (i)-(v) 
characteristics. 

21. (Previously Added) The composition iiccording lo Claim 1, wherein said plurality Hirther 
U)mprises at least 1 fungal species. 
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